Amongst the many unusual strains of haemophili sent by one of us (K.B.R.) to this laboratory for further investigation was an organism isolated as a pure culture from acute otitis media in a child. This organism subsequently proved to be an X-dependent haemophilus which in all respects was identical to Haemophilus haemoglobinophilus (canis).
M.G. was a girl born on 19 January 1959. She was found to have severe hypogammaglobinaemia and from March 1961 to March 1967 was kept relatively free of chest infections by weekly injections of human gamma globulin: during this period she had many attacks of conjunctivitis, nearly all of which were due to H. influenzae, and investigations showed that her tear lysozyme level was significantly below that of normal children: further investigations showed that other patients with hypogammaglobinaemia also had low lysozyme levels in their tears.
Because anaphylactic reactions appeared when the gamma globulin was injected, this therapy had to be stopped and then she unfortunately had several attacks of bronchitis, bronchopneumonia, and otitis media as well as conjunctivitis. Most of these infections were due to H. influenzae. In June 1969, at the age of 10, she had acute otitis media and from the discharge a pure culture ofthe organism described here was grown. The sensitivity pattern of this strain suggested to K.B.R. that it might be an unusual haemophilus species different from those previously isolated from this case.
Received for publication 22 The patient has since died but careful questioning of the parents by both the clinician and the health visitor could not uncover continuous close contact with a dog at any time.
